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Welcome in an illuminated region 
Welcome in an illuminating region! 



Northern Europe high ranked for competitiveness … 
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Northern Europe‘s metropolitan regions: strong … 
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… but not optimally connected with  
Europe‘s core region 
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Today‘s main location handicap in Northern Europe:  
the inferior trans-regional accessibility 
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Copenhagen/ 
Kastrup-effect 



… especially by car 
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… and by train 
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Accessibility index of selected European Regions 2001 
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Bottlenecks between Central and Northern Europe 
on roads … 



… and especially on the rails 
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… and big gaps in the high  
speed rail net 
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 Trade ↗ 
 qualified people 

and commuting ↗ 
 Tourism ↗ 
 Cooperation ↗ 

Bottleneck Problems will further increase:  
EU „Business as usual“-Scenario until 2050 

+ 130 % 

+ 80 % 

+ 50 % 

 Trade ↗ 
 qualified people 

and commuting ↗ 
 Tourism ↗ 
 Cooperation ↗ 



Solving the increasing bottleneck problems needs a strong und 
convincing Vision: A well connected North European Corridor  
for Growth, Innovation and Sustainability 
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Ongoing fast 
growing Passenger 
and Freight Traffic 

(increasing 
bottlenecks) 

Sustainabilty 
requires low-

energy and low-
carbon transport 

systems (esp. 
Railway) 

More favourable 
cost/benefit ratio 

for new and 
efficient 

 transport networks 
(esp. Railway) 
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Metropolitan 
Regions = engines 

for growth and 
innovation 

Cooperation 
between strong 

metropolitan 
regions supports 

growth and 
innovation 

Regional-Economic Megatrends support our Vision 
 for a well connected North European Corridor for Growth, 

Innovation and Sustainability 

Metropoles grow 
towards the 
peripheries 

following the 
transport 
corridors 



Fast and efficient railway connections get more 
important for future regional development 

 Increasing road congestions: railway 
expands its advantages (rail = all in all the 
highest reliable transport mode) 

 Optimal interconnection between regional 
and long distance passenger traffic: will get 
even more important for commuters, 
visitors and cooperation partners 

 High speed trains are perfect for regional 
cooperation: fastest and most effective 
means of passenger transport for short 
and medium distances 

 Sustainability gets more important: railway 
= most sustainable mode of transport (low-
energy, low-carbon) -> climate protection 
will increase the pressure to shift from air 
to high speed trains 
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A high speed rail network connects the northern 
metropolitan regions of DK, S, NO and Hamburg to one 
well connected green growth and innovation corridor 
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 Fast passenger trains connect the metropolitan regions promoting 
cooperation, commuting, tourismus, science and technology 
transfer, cultural exchange 

 Regional and trans-regional trains systems can be optimally linked 
for comfortable commuting 

 New high speed routes and modernization of existing routes open 
capacities for faster freight transports 

Look at profound strategy papers e.g. by 



High Speed Trains can connect the Nordic Metropolitan 
Regions to one Green Growth and Innovation Corridor 
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Journey times between West European Cities: 
1989 (figures below) and 2009 (figures above) 
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Initiatives and Partners for a Northern Growth and 
Innovation Corridor (incomplete) 
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EU White Paper (March 2011) demands for a 
switch towards new rail systems 
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 Between cities 50% of the middle-distance passenger and freight 
transports shall switch from road to rail and ship 

 Until 2050 the majority of passenger transports on routes of >300 km 
distance shall take place on rail 

 Completion of an European high speed rail network by 2050. Tripling the 
length of the HSR network by 2030 and maintainance of a dense railway 
network in all Member States 

 Until 2050 50% of freight transports on routes of >300 km distance shall 
take place on rail and ship (2030: 30% share) 

 Development of an efficient EU-wide core net of transport corridors 
allowing an intermodal change at the expense of the road sector until 
2030 

 Integration of all airports within the EU preferable in a high-speed rail 
network and sufficient integration of all seaports in the core rail freight 
networks and if possible integration in the inland waterways system 
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European High Speed Network 2010 
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European High Speed Network 2025 
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Maximum railway speed in European countries 
(km/h) 
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Checklist to get more momentum for the vision 
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 Start closer cooperation between important actors in the corridor region: 
STRING, FBBC, Europakorridoren, Öresund, Stockholm, Oslo, Gothenburg, 
Fehmarnbelt Regions etc. 

 Try to form an alliance of these actors, check the idea of a common strategy 
brochure basing on excellent prelimary works 

 Illustrate the concrete benefits for the people in the corridor 

 Look for more supporters in politics, business, science and research, tourism, 
labour organizations, foundations, media (!) etc. 

 Check the idea of a high level initiative group with top leaders 

 Win the EU commissioner for transport Siim Kallas (from Estonia, so regard 
the extension of the corridor to Helsinki/Tallinn) for the idea (“White Book”!), 
check the idea of a conference in Brussels 

 Win the national goverments of S, DK, N and DE supporting such an alliance, 
check the idea of a trans-regional conference especially for this vision 

 Win strong lobby organizations  for supporting the idea (e.g. UIC, in Germany 
BDI, DIHK, Allianz Pro Schiene, in northern Europa xxx) 
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… and start a facebook page to spin the idea  
to the people 

Thank you! 
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External costs of different freight transport modes 
(€/1000 tkm) 



Quelle: IBU-Oeresund 
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The Red Octupus 
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Quelle: IBU-Oeresund 
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Quelle: IBU-Oeresund 
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Quelle: IBU-Oeresund 
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Metropolitan 
Regions = today and 
future engines for 

growth and 
innovation 
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Metropoles grow 
towards the 

peripheries of the 
urban 

agglomeration 
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Energy Consumption (kw per hour) 2010 by passenger traffic (left) 
and freight traffic (right) – Source: IFEU 2011 

Sustainabilty 
requires low-energy 

and low-carbon 
transport systems 
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Quelle:  
Network Rail 
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Quelle: IBU-Oeresund 
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Quelle: IBU-Oeresund 
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Quelle: IBU-Oeresund 
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„Europe‘s cool cities“ (Spiegel 34/2007) 
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Metropoles grow 
towards the 
peripheries 

following the 
transport corridors 



Accessibility ranking of European Regions 
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